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     Józef Jakóbowicz (Joseph Jackoboice) was born March 16, 1824 in or near the old city of Kalisz in the 

Russian Partition of Poland (ñRussian Polandò).  He ñlearned the machinistôs tradeò in Kalisz from age 16 to 20.  

Józef emigrated to Germany in 1844, working as a machinist for eight years.  In 1852 he voyaged to America ï 

prior to the establishment of the Ellis Island immigration facility (1892).  He lived in New York City for 2.5 years, 

using his Polish name and/or his Germanic variant, Joseph Jakobowics.  He later became known as the first 

Polish immigrant to settle in the city of Grand Rapids, Michigan (by 1855).  Fluent in German, he married Prussian 

Catholic immigrant Frances Rasch in 1858 (he signed his marriage record ñJakobowicsò).  They raised their family 

at 22 and 52 Broadway NW, on ñthe West Side.ò  Joseph opened his first machine shop in 1860, and founded the 

West Side Iron Works in 1880.  He died in 1899.  The family business grew to become the Monarch Road 

Machinery Company (a.k.a. Monarch Hydraulics, Inc.) from 1931 through 2007.  From the year 1844 to 1873, the 

family name developed from Jakób-owicz to Jakob-owicsé Jacob-owiczé Jacob-o-iceé and Jackob-oice 

(pronounced ñJacko-boyceò). 

     Below, an 1864-66 church census of families led to additional vital records (over the years, the church added 

most dates).  Italicized information provided from research by Edward Michael Jackoboice (born in 1958 as the 

first of several g-g grandsons of Józef Jakóbowicz): 

68.  Jacaboice [as handwritten and as misspelled; the family name was most often recorded as Jacoboice in many 

church and other official records from 1860 to 1906], Joseph (1824-1899) and Fransiska/Frances/Francisca 

Josephine (1833-1912) ς Aemilia/Emma (baptized 1860, died 1861), Julia (1861-85), Edu(w)ard Joseph (1864-

1935), Robert (1866-68), Mary (1869-69), Helena (1870ς92), Clara (1872-1957), George (1874-92), Adolph 

(1877-78).  [An 1881 book, History of Kent County, Michigan, refers to a 10th child, Otto, who lived sometime 

between 1859 and 1881.]  



 



 


