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Jozef Jakobowicz (Joseph Jackoboice) was born March 16, 1824 in or near the old city of Kalisz in the
Russian Partition of PHdialneda r(nfieRlu stshsea dm aPialiisafoe age iL6nto 20.
Jézef emigrated to Germany in 1844, working as a machinist for eight years. In 1852 he voyaged to America i
prior to the establishment of the Ellis Island immigration facility (1892). He lived in New York City for 2.5 years,
using his Polish name and/or his Germanic variant, Joseph Jakobowics. He later became known as the first
Polish immigrant to settle in the city of Grand Rapids, Michigan (by 1855). Fluent in German, he married Prussian
Catholic immigrant Frances Raschin 1858 ( he si gned hi s mar r i agheyraisedctheir fdmiyi J ak o b
at 22 and 52 Broadway N W, on fit he oWesltos®ipde op e n e shophin1860,fandifosndeditha c hi n e
West Side Iron Works in 1880. He died in 1899. The family business grew to become the Monarch Road
Machinery Company (a.k.a. Monarch Hydraulics, Inc.) from 1931 through 2007. From the year 1844 to 1873, the
family name developed from Jakob-owicz to Jakob-owi cs é -dwicobé -diaced and-oidkackob
(pronouncéedyiteEadgd ko

Below, an 1864-66 church census of families led to additional vital records (over the years, the church added
most dates). ltalicized information provided from research by Edward Michael Jackoboice (born in 1958 as the
first of several g-g grandsons of Jozef Jakébowicz):

68. Jacaboicgashandwrittenand as misspelled; the family name was most often recorded abalae in many
church and othr official records from 1860 to 190)6@loseph (1824899) and FransiskBfancesFrancisca
Josephing18331912) ¢ Aemilia/Emma lfaptized 1860 died 1861) Julia (1868B5), Edgw)ard Joseph (1864
1935, Robert (1866-68), Mary (186969), Helera (1870;92), Clara (18721957), George (187492), Adolph
(1877%78). AAn 1881 bookHistory of Kent County, Michiganefers to a 10th child, Otto, who lived sometime
between 1859 and 188]1.
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Basics Contact Info
User Name: Jackoboice Contact Member: Send Message
Real Name: Edward Michael Jackoboice Homepage: http://raschgenealogy.com
Location: Las Cruces, NM, 88005, United States Favorite Link 1: http://www.maf.org
Birthday: 1958 Favorite Link 2: http://www.foi.or
Occupation: Journalist Date Joined: 08/05/2013
Bio

Historians described Jézef Jakdbowicz of Kalisz, Poland as "a master craftsman” and as "a machinist par excellence."
My great-great grandfather began training for a career as a machinist at age 16 in 1840. He made machinery in Kalisz
until 1844. He then emigrated to Germany and worked as a machinist for eight years. In 1852, at age 28 with "the
American dream" he voyaged the Atlantic and lived in New York City for 2.5 years. In 1854 he moved to Michigan, and
by 1855 became the first Polish immigrant to-settle in the logging town of Grand Rapids. Known as Joseph Jackoboice,
he worked with iron to build machines that turned logs into furniture - in "The Furniture Capital of America."

By 1856 and until 1860, Joseph worked for a lumber company/machine shop and for a foundry/machine shop. Two
historians recorded that he started his own business in 1860 (the first of seven succeeding shops named "Machine
Shop" until 1880). Joseph manufactured saws and machines for riverside sawmills, furniture factories and others (in
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Wisconsin). Advertisements of the late 1800s describe some products: Steam Engines...
Mill Work and General Wood Working Machinery... Band Saws... Saw Arbors... Sand Papering, Boring and Shaping
Machines... Shingle Machinery... Excelsior Machines... Shafting and Pulleys a Specialty... and Fire Escapes. Joseph also
built Table, Rip and Cut-off saws... and developed a lumber-recording device.

In 1880, on the west side of the Grand River, Joseph converted a large, two-story schoolhouse to a machine shop and
founded the West Side Iron Works (at 31 S. Front Street). Joseph, son Edward Joseph and skilled employees became
known for their big bandsaws, and for ornate fire escapes (some can still be seen aside downtown buildings). Joseph
retired circa 1895, and at age 74 died at home of kidney failure in 1899.

Edward Joseph (1864-1935) married in 1906 and extended the family line and business. In the early 1900s, he
manufactured woodworking machinery for car body builders (Wilson, Fisher and Briggs) during early mass production
of the automobile. As drivers began demanding better road conditions, Edward began building road maintenance
machinery. He sold the West Side Iron Works woodworking machinery business in 1921. But he kept the
schoolhouse/machine shop and worked towards patenting a "Hydraulic scraper" (grader blade) - as the Edward J.
Jackoboice Company (1922-31). This became the Monarch Road Machinery Company (1931 forward). Sons Edward
William and George A. Jackoboice built the business and in 1954 moved into their new hydraulics factory (pumps,
valves, cylinders, etc.). The company was aptly renamed Monarch Hydraulics, Inc., in 1983. Five generations of the
family owned and operated these companies, selling products nationwide and exporting worldwide through 2007.

After the sale of Monarch, it became a subsidiary of Bucher Hydraulics and Bucher Industries in January, 2008.
On the Internet, one can see Jackoboice product patents with original illustrations and descriptions (16 patents from

1909 to 1974). Go to: www.google.com/advanced patent search. Find the "Inventor" line, type Jackoboice, click Google
Search. And see Rasch Genealogy, www.raschgenealogy.com - Rasch/Gutkorn Family, Frances Rasch, Jackoboices.
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